
: Arbor Day Proclamation 

~ ~ ~ T l ~ ~  DATE: April 2, 2003 

Y: Parks and ~ecreation Director 

N: That Mayor Hitchcock present a proclamation proclaim in^ "Arbor Day" in 
the City of Lodi. 

I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ A ~ I O N :  Arbor ay is an annual observation that celebrates the role of trees 
in our lives and promotes tree pi 
holiday, it was first observed in 
planting festivals are as old as civili~ation. The tree has appeared 
throu~hout history and literature as the symbol of life. 

g and care. As a formal 
in Nebraska, but tree 

The idea of Arbor Day in the United States ori~inated in Nebraska City, Nebraska. Among the pioneers 
moving into the ~ e b r a s ~ a  Territory in 7854 was Julius Sterling Morton from Detroit. Mi. Morton and his 
wife, Caroline, were lovers of nature, and the home they es~abiished in N ~ b ~ a s ~ a  was quick~y planted 
with trees. MI. M o r ~ ~ n  was a journal is^ and soon became editor of Nebraska's first newspaper. This 
allowed him to spread a ~ ~ i c u l t u ~ a l  information and his enthusiasm for trees to his readers. His fellow 
pioneers missed their trees and needed them for windbreaks, fuel, building materials and shade. In 
1872, t ab  Board of A ~ ~ i c u ~ ~ u r e  accepted a resolution by J. Sterling Morton "to set aside one day to 
plant both forest and fruit." The Board declared April 10, Arbor Day and offered prizes lo the 
counties and individuals that properly planted the largest number of trees on that day. More than one 
million trees were planted in Nebraska on the first Arbor Day. 

Shorily after this 1872 o ervance, other states passed legislation to observe Arbor Ray each year with 
appro~riate ceremonies. y 7920, more than 45 states were celeb rat in^ Arbor Day. Today, Arbor Ray is 
celebrated in all fifty states. 

The National Arbor Day ounda~~on, in cooperation with the US.  Forest Service and the National 
Asso~iat~on of izes towns and cities across Am~rica that meet the s ~ a n d ~ r d ~  of 
the Tree City d 4 requires Tree City USA applicants to hold an Arbor Day 
observance which can be simple and brief or an all-day or all-week observance. A proclamation issued 
by the mayor must a ~ ~ o m p ~ n y  the observance and declare the observance of Arbor 5ay in the 
~ o ~ m u n i t y .  

te Foresters, rec 
A program. Sta 

arch 20, 2003, City staf received verbal confirmation from the National Arbor Day Foundation that 
the City of Lodi is now design ted as a Tree City USA. 

APPROVED: APPROVED: 



to this year’s Arbor 

Prepared by Steve Dutra, Parks ~ u p ~ ~ i n t e ~ ~ e n t  
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